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Winter Driving Tips

Preparing your vehicle for the winter season now will help
ensure your vehicle is in good working order when you need
it most.

* Have a mechanic check the following items on your
vehicle: battery; wipers and windshield washer fluid;
antifreeze; ignition system; thermostat; lights; exhaust
system; flashing hazard lights; heater; brakes; defroster;
oil level

e Install good winter tires. Make sure the tires have adequate
tread. All-weather radials are usually adequate for most
winter conditions. You may also want to carry a set of tire
chains in your vehicle for heavy snow conditions.

 Keep a windshield scraper and small broom for ice and
snow removal and maintain at least a half tank of gas
throughout the winter season.

e Finally, plan long trips carefully. Listen to the local media
report or call law enforcement agencies for the latest road
conditions.

Source: New York State Emergency Management Office website

Winter-ize

Winter weather is just around the corner in
many areas, but a few simple steps can
help you stay cozy indoors and save on
heating costs, as well.

* Have your heating system checked by a
professional annually. This will ensure that
your system is working safely and efficient-
ly which, in turn, will save you money. If
you heat by wood, clean your fireplace or
stove. Have your chimney flue checked for
any buildup of creosote and then cleaned
to lessen the risk of fire.

* Make sure your home is properly insulat-
ed. If necessary, insulate walls and attic.
This will help you to conserve energy and
reduce your home’s power demands for
heat.

e Caulk and weather-strip doors and
windowsills to keep cold air out.

e |nstall storm windows or cover windows
with plastic from the inside. This will
provide an extra layer of insulation,
keeping more cold air out.

* To keep pipes from freezing, wrap them in
insulation or layers of old newspapers;
cover the newspapers with plastic to keep
out moisture; let faucets drip a little to
avoid freezing; know how to shut off water
valves.

Source: New York State Emergency Management Office
website




